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THE nie Letter firſt appeared about two years ago, 
1 when Scotchmen were well diſpoſed 18 les to 5 
arguments, and to feel the ſentiments with which it abounds. 
Wbile it was read with approbation here; it did not eſcape 
the attention of our neighbours. Two ſeveral editions of it 
were publiſhed in London, during the dependence of the mili- 
tia· bill for Scotland, whereof the firſt was introduced by a 
ſpirited Preface, ſaid to be wrote by that honourable Gentle- 
man, who has ſo juſtly added to his other honours, that of 
Father of the Engliſh militia. But, as the queſtion is again 
revived, and meaſures are entered into, for obtaining à con- 
ſtitutional militia ſor this part of the united kingdom; it is 
thought proper to reprint the Letter, with the deſign that it 
may be circulated, as much as poſſible, through every par.of 
JJ ð K lod To was 
Many things have happened ſince this pamphlet was wrote, 
that could not be ſoreſcen; and therefore, it thay be proper 
to give ſhort anſwers to ſome objections that have ariſen from 
theſe events. Fixing it firſt of all as a preliminary, that no- 
thing contained in this preface is addreſſed to any man, who 
does not feel himſelf diſgraced by the diſtinction eſtabliſhed 
between the two parts of the united kingdom. oo 
It is ſaid, that, having been already refuſed à militia, after 
a general and vigorous application to Parliament, a new ap- 
plication to the legiſlature is equally improper and van. 
In anſwer to which objection, let it be obſerved, that there 
is a great difference between aſking a thing as à favour, and 
claiming it as our right. That whatever objections might be 
urged againſt inſiſting ſor the former, after a refuſal, yet we 
are bound in duty to continue to apply for the latter, from 
year to year, thro” the ſeſſions of this Parliament, and of all 
fucceſſive Parliaments, till we are put in poſſeſſion of it. When 
external force ſhall hinder us from making our claim, there 
will be then no help for it; that muſt 67 a period to our li- 
berty. But when internal corruption ſhall make us ceaſe to 
renew our application, then ſhall we be flaves with conſent, 
and no longer deſerve the privileges of freemen. 


— 


© - 


It is impoſlible to conſider the refulal we have met with in 
any light, from whence motives do not arite for repeating our 
application. Is it to be conſidered, as ſome Enemies of this 
eountry have dared to affirm, às an expreſſion of _—_— _ 
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loyalty and attachment to the government? Conſcious of the ge- 


neral good ion of our coumrymen, ought wg ev ceale 
ning the ns that are conſiſtent with the * of Gr con- 


ſtitution, and with our duty to the legiſlature, to remove ſo un- 
juſt a ſuſpicion, and to obtain equal ti uſt aud confidence with the 


Teſt of bis Macy? s ſubjects ? Is it to he cunſidered, as in truth 


it ought tc be, as 15 effort of a party, Who haviog dong openly 
and direct My. ae 230 0 ne an N militia, 


0 at laſt, low at that ſalutary ipſtitytion, cho' in 4 co- 


off t. al 15 £1 Mapper, 2 ,ducgeisfully gppoſing the bill for 


cottiſh, mil 17 100 hall we not, by, redoubling our zeal 
00 activity, pda 40. rouſe the patriots; of England to a 
ſen le ſe of, our Wr obgs, and, EXcITC their generoſity io heal the 


+ Won, we have received in, their cauſe? Or is it co be con- 


idered a8 4 iniſterial, political ſcheme, tor reſerying Scot- 
ha entire; for recruits and gew levies? And ſhall we be fo 
to thought, as by ſilence and ſubmiffion, to co-operate 
with 9 9 ig Who, without the foreſight of ſtate! men, or 
tlie ma Z0anjmity. of, patrzots,, care not tho: they de populate 
whole provinces, in ſupport of their own power and ambitiou? 
And, as L affirm that, to renew our application is not only 
proper but our duty, 1 deny chat en is any ground to age 
That it will be. in van. 16-1101 5v 
It is perhaps, too ſtrong, — ah in the words: of. the 5 
jeQion, that we, were refuſed a. militia; the Paxhament when 
they threw out the bill,  only;delayed, potting|us, in poſſeſſion 
of that e No member, in {peaking on the ſukject iu 
the houſe a Commons, denied that we had a; title to every 
privilege 7 ſubjects 3 none preſumed to ſay, that there 
ought to perpetual hug of diſtinction drawp between 
Haglan and, ue, ; they only ſaid, that in point of expe- 


fin d ene not then Ebel, to extend the millitia. laws to 


1his part of the kingdom, land, ſaid they, had but lately 
obtained a m itia- law; the, England, of,, that/law; were ſtill un⸗ 
certain; e as it was, many faults. and iImperfe8i- 
ons would be. iſcovered, many, amendments, would neceffarily 
be thought of in the courſe, of a few years experience; it was 
needleſs therefore, 1 it would be inconvenient, to make Scotland 
follow them thro” all their errors and corrections; it was hets 
ter for us to wait till time, and the more full execution of 
that law ſhould ripen it nearer to perfection; and they, at 
once, we ſhould reap the full heneft of it. 


* 0 * 
* . 


This was the language of the houſe. of Commons ; ; what- 
ever might be the ſecret motives, of the miniſters, thele were, 
the avowed grounds on which the bill was rejected. This 


then is the very time for us to apply, when the law for Eng: 
| an 
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td is" the poipt of being fedewed, in full hopes that the 


* 
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ſame itre {table principle of militia, that overcame at laſt ſo 
m ch oppofition in the South, will now break thro? the line 
that divides the kibgdom, will admit the North to an equality 
of privileges, and confirm to its brave inhabitants liberty and 
P . 1 2 


ment, That the Engliſh are heartily tired of their militia ; and 
that, if we are not tools, we will take warning from what has; 
befallen them. Bo Rene oc: rae te 3 
No body is ignorant, that much pains has been long in- 
duſtriouſly taken, by choſe who, at, firſt oppoſed the militia- 
Jaws, to excite a diſguſt and averſion in the people of Eng- 
land againſt this inſtitution, This they attempted by impo- 
ſing hardthips on the militia ſoldiers themſelves, and by oblig- 
ing the counties to maintain their families at an extravagant. 
rate; and therefore, it would be no objection to the inſtitution 
itſelf, if it were true, that by ſuch means it had been ſeverely, 
ſelt, and complained of as a burden. 
Hat further, à very ſhort anſwer might be made to the ob- 
jection, viz, That when the Engliſh lay aſide their militia, 
we ſhall deſiſt from our application; for we aſk not to have 
greater privileges than they have, we only hope for and claim 
a participation of theirs. But the fad is not, true; the Eng- 
liſh, in ire of every art, are not tired of the militia, If by 
the Engliſh indeed are meant the original enemies of militia, 
it is granted that many of them (for {ome have changed their 
minds), would be glad to ſee an eſtabliſhment overturned that 


was made againſt their wills. But if by the Engliſh, are. 


meant the people of England, or the militia of England, or 
the Parliament of England, the fact is abſolutely falſe. For the 
Parliament is now making amendments on x law, amend- 
ments that nothing but experience could dictate, in order to 
renew it for a term of years, or for ever. The militia of 
England continue to act with vigour and ſpirit; and four or 
five Fears trial has convinced them ſo much of the utility of 
an 1nſtitution, .which their principles led them to promote, 
that, with almoſt univerſal confent, they have endured hard- 
ps that were not looked for, and performed ſervices that 
were not in the view of the legiſlature, without repining or 
complaint: And with this expreſs deſign, . that no prejudice 
night be conceived againſt the eſtabliſhment itſelf, thro? their 
want of cheartal compliauce with what might be ſuppoſed the 


neceſſities of goternment. ee 
. Thoſe generous patriots, ſenſible of the particular ſituation 
of Britain, when they were firſt drawn out into ſervice, be- 
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holding an army of the flower of her troops far diſtant. in A. 


merica, in the neceſſary defence of her Colonies, and another 


waging fruitleſs war in the north of Germany, whilſt but fen 


remained at home to defend the head, the moſt vulnerable part 
of her extenſive empire; and believing, that the could not be 
long or often in ſuch a fituation, were too zealous for the 
credit of their new inſtitution, and for the honour of their 
conntry, to avail themſelves of the expreſs proviſion of the, 
legiſlature in their behalf. For it is impoſſible to read the, 


following words of the act of Parliament, without being con- 
vinced, that it all, or any part of the embodied militia had 


complained or applied for relief, at any time ſince Conflans 
and Thurot were defeated, they muſt unqueſtionably have 


been ſent home to their reſpective pariſhes and places of a+ 


bode. ** And be it further enacted, that, in caſe of actual in- 
« vaſion, or upon imminent. danger thereof, or in. caſe of 


actual rebellion, it may and ſhall be lawful for his Majeſty, 


te his heirs and ſucceſſors, (the occaſion being firſt comuni- 
c cated to Parliament, it the Parliament ſhall be then ſitting, 
te or declared in council, and notified by proclamation, if no 
e Parliament ſhall be then fitting, or in being), to order and 
& direct his or their lieutenants, &c. with all convenient 
&« ſpeeg, to draw out and embody all the regiments and bat- 
“e tallions of militia of their ręſpective counties, &c. or ſo 
& many of them as his Majeſty, &c. ſþball, in his or their 
ce Peer wiſdom, judge neceſſary, in ſuch manner as ſhall be 
« beſt adapted to the circumſtances of danger, &e. &c. and 
* to direct them to be led by their reſpective officers into any 
<« parts of this Kingdom, for the ſuppreſſion of ſuch invaſions 
« and rebelhons, &c.” Militia-bill, p. 44 

That the Engliſh themſelyes put the interpretation on 
this clauſe that J have done, appears from an abſtract of the 
militia acts, long ago printed and diſtributed thro? the city of 
York, by the direction of George Fox-Lane, Efq; one of the 
repreſentatives for that city, where it is placed laſt among 


* 


the articles of a militia man's duty, “ That, in caſe of an in- 


vaſion, imminent danger thereof, or a rebellion, he may 
be drawn out for actual ſervice, aud in ſuch caſe only, 
“ and in this Kingdom only, and not elſgwhere.” Scots 
Mag. vol. XX. p. 618. | 


1 


Lhave heard indeed, that ſome of the manufacturers of Eng- 
land complain, that the militia has robbed them of artificers; 
and the farmers, that it has carried off their moſt uſeful 
hands; but it is eaſy to ſee from whence this il grounded o- 
pinion has ariſen. : ; 6 | 
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It is undoubtedly. true, that there is at preſent in England a2 
much greater demand for labour of all forts, than has been 


known, and, at the ſame time, a diſpoſition in all kinds of 
people to raiſe their wages. 8 
But the cauſes of this are clear and obvious. In the firſt 
place, our land and ſea forces have been augmented to about 
200,000 men; the militia conſiſts, if compleat, to 3a, oo 
only. 2dly, The trade of England has ariſen to a height it 
never reached before, which has wonderfully increaſed the 
pumber of ſailors, and alſo the demand for manufacturers of 
every kind. 3dly, We have been bleſt with a ſucceſſion of 
leatiful and cheap years, which, by enabling an artificer or 
abourer to ſubſiſt, tho he works little, has occaſioned his in- 
fiſting for higher wages, before he will ſubmit to work as for- 
merl 8 | 5 5 Fe 
Where three ſuch powerful cauſes have concurred, and o- 
chers might be mentioned, it muſt be the want of attention 
only, that can induce men of underſtanding to impute the 
ſcarcity of hands to the eſtabliſhment of a militia ; ſor, if the 
militia had not been embodied, an equal, or perhaps a greater 
number of troops muſt certainly have been raiſed. - It cannot 


be denied, that the ſame ſcarcity of hands, to a much greater 


degree, has been felt in Sco 


tland, where no militia is yet 
eſtabliſhed. | PERS 


It is eaſy to perceive how the minds of men have been led 


into this error. The recruiting, tho? it waſtes the country 


like a conſumption, goes on in an imperceptible manner, and 
the number of men it carries off is not ablerved by any parti- 
cular perſon ; but the inrolment of the militia is done at once, 


and every one ſees the total amaunt, and knows from whence 


they are taken. It is not therefore to be wondered, that they 
ſhould conſider this as the cauſe of the ſcarcity of hands; it is 
ſtrange, however, that men of reflection ſhould fall into fo 
groſs and vulgar a miſtake, | SY 

But this outcry of ſcarcity of the hands, occaſioned by the 
militia, is only heard from a few mechanics or artificers; it 18 
unjuſt to call it the vaice of the people of England. How can 
it poſſibly be believed, that they are tired of an eſtabliſhment 
{o agreeable to the nature of their free conſtitution? An eſta- 
bliſhment that has given ſecurity to their extenſive coaſts ever 
ſince it was made; an eſtabliſiment that revived the {pirit of 
their nation, and reſtored that confidence, without which no 
people can be ſaſe, much leſs great; an eſtabliſhment, let mc 


add, that it will never be in the power of any miniſter, or com- 


bination or ſucceſſion of miniſters wholly to aboliſh, while Eng- 
land is free; for, when danger comes, it will recur to the re- 
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memhbfanet of the nation, That (as it is exfreſſed in tlie 


Letten) our return to principles congenial to our conſtitution,” 
gave firm neis and vigour to our councils, unknown before; 


* and that from the date of the firſt execution of the militia- 
* auzdeommenced the æta of the ſucceſs and glory of our 
3 Medes bY 8 


Mw þ 8:18 | Diers! ol 4 0 „ 4 


4,000? homo nts n | 
It maycwith reaſon be affirmed; that ns: objection to the in- 


tended application can be derived from the? depopulated ſtate 


of the enuntry, which has already been ſo much drained with 
levies, that there hardly remain men enough to carry on ma- 
nufactures, and labour the grounds u. 
The honourable author of the preface above mentioned 
fays, „I-: will not at preſent enter upon the advantages which 
<<. your country (Scotland) ſo much exhauſted by continual 
* levies, far beyond its, proportion, will derive from 4 mi- 
*«litag”, wiſh: with all my heart he had entered vpor that 
part; of the ſubject, not becauſe I'think it difficult, but becauſe 
the authority of his reſpectable name would have had weight 
with ſuch of my countrymen as deceive themſelves with the 
above objection. 40-8605 4! 4388 2061 ik 
But, agreeable to his ĩdea contained in the ſentence juſt now 


quoted, I venture to ſay, that if the Parliament had eſtabliſhed 


a militia at once over the whole iſland, as the new levies muſt 
conſequently have been leſs, there would have been no foun- 
dation fot the objection. No objection, however, that I have 


heard, ſeems to have made ſo much impreſſion on meu of un- 


eorrupted minds, and therefore it deſerves a more particular 
examination. JON - 33 | 0 | 

It is a common miſtake, that none but the idle and profli- 
gate are in general recruited into the army, and conſequently 
that the country ſuſtains little diſadvantage by the loſs of ſuch 
kind of men. But the direct contrary is true ; the ſober and 
indyftrions, ; the moſt. uſeful part of the people, are both more 
the object of the officer, becauſe they are eaſier trained to 
arms, and more the object of recruiting- ſerjeants and under- 
takers, becauſe they are much more liable to their artifices, 
than the profligate and the idle. The latter, well-verſed in 
the ways of the world, and as averſe to arms as to labour, are 
generally able to evade all the ſnares that are laid for them; 
whereas the ſimple peaſant or artleſs mechanic are always 
caught in the net that is ſpread for them. I appeal to every 
man's experience for the truth of this obſer vation. 
In another reſpect, the advantage is evidently on the fide 
of the militia; for, by an impartial diviſion, they ate raited 
proportionally from every pariſh according to the yamber of 
its inhabitants; ſo that a very few: hands being taken from 
each place, labour muſt be ipfinitely leſs affeQed thereby, than 
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by recruiting, which falling, heavy on the large; z0wnswhere 


only it can be managed wit h ſucceſs, often, greatly, fliftreſts 


the tradeſman and manufacturer, If thouſand men are to 
be levied, for inſtance, it wauld certiinly muck le fx affect che 
labour of the, country, if one man vas taken from cvery 
pariſh, or from every two or three, pariſhes in; ꝓrgpertion 0 
| 10 numbers, af people, than if the whole were to be xailel in 
Edinburgh or Glaſgow, and their, neiglibourhood. bat the 


! 


Frſt Is the caſcof the militia, and the other that of. the army, 
cannot poſſibly. need any more il uſtration. +; 


0 2 n 
And here, I cannot help pointing out to all men of ſingerity 
and honour on h⁰m this objection has any effect, that altho- 
it is certain that ſince the, laſt application to Parliament, 
there havg been, a greater number of men raiſed, forthe. ſer- 
vice in Sgotland, and (ent out of it probably never to return, 
than the whole propoſed mylitia, yet done of choſe: who, are 
now ſq tender df the. intereſt of their couutry-ever complaint 
ed of it publickly, as an evil, or too any ſteps 40, prevent it 
for the future, but, on the contrary, many of them haye lent 
all, their weight to affiſt . recruiting; officers, and to depo- 


— 
; 


pulate their 6@untry 3. wheres, no ſooner au allembly of Gen- 


tlemen revives, their plan for ohtaiding a conſtitutjonal mille 
tia, our undoubted right upon the principles of the Union; 
every zuan f. whom, by la are to remain in zhe kingdom, 
than pins have beep taken by affe to propagate ayprehenfions 
of extreme depopulation,. apd to raite falle fears in the minds 
of hulbaundmen and manufacturers, as if the maſt important 
and neceſſary of all the privileges of free men, the greateſt 
bleſſing that ever befel their country, would jofaVlibly. leave 
neither a plougliman nor a Weaver in Scotland. ATmoment's 
reflection on the truth and juſtice of the obvious remark 1 
have made, will convince; every impartial man that other 
motives beſides. a tender concern for agriculture and manu- 
factures have dictated this ſydden cry of de population 
But let the want of hands be: as great as it is repreſented, 
I affirm, that if, when national honour and national ſafety are 
at ſtake, there he room for urging any ſecondary motives, why: 
every Scotſman ſhould wiſh for and promote the eſtabliſhment 
of a militia, this is one, That it would in a great meaſure 
prevent the depopulation of our country. Upon the plaigeſt 
principles of, calculatiov, it is obvious, that if {1x;thouland, 


militia, which; was the number propoſed in the bill, were 


eſtabliſned in Scotland, it wonld prevent an equal number of 
new levies; for we cannot ſuppoſe that the government em- 
ploys more troops than are abſolutely neceſlary for carying. 


on the war. We ſhould therefore not only certainly retaly 
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nt home fix thouſand able bodied men employed in the mi- 
ntia, but ſhould likewiſe fave in men our proportion of ſix 
thouſand ſoldiers, which would be otherwiſe neceſlary for the 
-ſervice of the government. It is eaſy to ſee, that in the courſe 


of a long and ruinous war, that proportion muſt amount to a 
den conſiderable ahne 2074 1972180} TRY 
If we add the increaſe that muſt ariſe from the much preat- 


er proportion of tons eee among the 


militia than among the ſoldiers, the advantage to population 


that is on the ſide of the militia muſt appear very evident. 
But it may be ſaid perhaps, that it fionifies little whether 
we call regular bodies of men, by the names of army or 
militia, while they are rendered equally uſeleſs to the agri- 
culture or manufactures of the commonwealth. But it muſt 


de obſerved, in anſwer to this remark, chat if there has hither. 


to been an àbuſe of what was well intended by the legiſſature, 


It is to be remembered, that that has been owing to the pe- 


culiar ſtate of the nation, and that as the law has clearly pro- 
vided againſt ſuch abuſe, ther an be no doubt that for the 
future the labour of the militi ill be no longer loſt to their 
country, than the few days whi.- they are learning the uſe of 
arms, or are actually in the field on occaſions of extreme dan- 
ger. If in other reſpects they are compared, it is impoſſible 
to heſitate a moment in preferring the militia; for the bulk 
of ſoldiers are for ever loſt to their country; hard campaigns, 
and unhealthy climates kill many more than the {word of the 
enemy; and the few that ſurvive, and are diſmiſſed the ſer- 
vice are obliged to ſettle in the neareſt place where they can 
find ſubſiſtence. Of the 60, 0 men that, according to com- 
putation, have been recruited from Scotland ſince the war be- 
gan, the 10th part will never return to it again; and what is 
worſt, the greateſt part of them leave no children to fill up 
their places when they are gone. It is needleſs to point out 
how different the caſe mul be with reſpe& to the militia. 

And let no man dream that the levies are over in this part 
of the country; a new war of which it is impoſſible to fore- 
ſee the end, will create a neceſſity for more ſoldiers; aud ne- 


ceſſity will invent new expedients to drain us ſtill more and 


more of men. We ought chearfully to furniſh our proportion 
according to the number of our inhabitants; but if we have 
already furniſhed 60,000 to the war, England and Ireland to- 

ther which are at leaſt ten times more populous, ought to 
1ave furniſhed 608,000; let us therefore perſiſt in our appli - 
cation for a militia, which is the only immediate and effectu- 
al bar to this deſolating migration of our inhabitants. 


Beſides 


(un ] 


- Beſides all that has been ſaid on this objection, it deſerves 
to be further attended to, that the falutary eſtabliſhment of 
2 militia will cut off from future miniſters, every pretence ſor 
exhauſting us by levies beyond our proportion; that our na- 
tive love of arms will be gratified by taking our turns in the 
militia; that young men of brave minds will be fixed at home 
by the confidence which their country places in them ; and, 
what perhaps is of the greateſt importance to population, a 
bond of union fo long wanted in this country, will be eſtabliſh- 
ed between high and low. A new relation will ariſe among 
them, for the officers will conſider themſelves as the fathers 
or brothers of all the men who behave themſelves well; ten- 
derneſs on one ſide and eſteem on the other will produce mu- 
tual confidence, a regular ſubordination defined by law, which 
is the cement of Society, will take place ; and the Commons of 
Scotland, neither flaves like their forefathers, nor licentious 
hke the Acne? eee will at latt enjoy true liberty, and 
find that paternal encouragement and protection from their 


ſuperiors at home, which they ſo often ſeek for in other countries. 


Some have vainly apprehended that thoſe who are once 
inrolled in the militia will become a more ready prey to re- 
cruiting ſerjeants. But this effe& will not follow, and if it 
did, it is evident the militia-officers have it intirely in 
their power, and cannot fail to prevent it. No regu- 
lar officer will or can recruit from the corps of a mili- 
tia · officer without his conſent, and as a friend to his country, 
in the proſperity of which his property gives him an in- 


tereſt, no militia- officer will affiſt in depopulating it, and 


he will eaſily inſpire the ſame ſentiments into every pri- 
vate militia-man under his command. REO # 

The laſt objection Lſhall mention, is taken from the great 
expence that has been brought upon the towns and counties 
of England, by the maintainance of the wives and children of 
the men who ſerve in the militia. Fo | 

It is very true that this has been complained of in England 
as a prievance, and the law as it ſtands is unequal and impro- 
per; but the like complaints have been made from time 1mme- 
morial of the heavy charge of the ordinary poor. In Scot- 
land however there can be no Juſt ground for this objection, 
Though we can hope for no greater privileges in the general 
plan of the militia than the Engliſh, yet in a . detached mat- 


ter of police wherein we differ ſo widely, each country muſt 


follow its own manners. In England'a poor's rate has long been 
eſtabliſhed, and ſo great is the abuſe of that law, that no bo- 
dy will work, who, upon any pretence, can get upon the pa- 
riſh: And as their manner of living is very different from 


ours, we would think the weekly penſions they receive very 
| extravagant 
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extravagant. I can appeal to the experience of all Scotland, 
where there is no poor's rate, if ever the poor are allowed to 
periſh for want when their circumſtances are known; and yet 


their maintainance coſts but a very ſmall expence to the coun. 


try. So great is the difference between the manner of living in 
the two countries, that in the workhouſe of Birmingham, where 
there is che moſt perfect oeconomy, the maintainance of every 


perſon coſts from half a crown 1o three ſhilliogs per week, 


whereas in the workhouſes of Scotland it comes to between 
tenpenge and a ſhilling. | 


But let us conſider and ftate the pariſh-expence of a militia 
as high as it ever can amount to upon extraordinary occaſions. 
There are about a thonſand pariſhes in Scotland; fix 
thouſand militia is the number propoſed, which, if the pariſh» 
es were all equal, would be fix men for every pariſh, It will 
not actually fall upon the pariſhes in that manner, becauſe 
large towns and more populous pariſhes will much reduce 
the number over the country, we may therefore ſuppoſe that 
four men are to, be raiſed from Fo pariſh in Scotland of a 
middling extent, of which it is probable that two only will 
have wives and children, The rate of labour in, this country 
take it over the whole, is ſixpence a day or three ſhillings a 


week. And as the allowance for the families of the men | 


who are abſent on duty, cannot poſſibly be more than a man's 
wages, and ought to be lels becaule he is maintained in his ab- 


ſence; the whole expence to each pariſh, cannot poſhbly be 


more than ſeven ſhilhngs per week. 
But this expence is not immediately incurred by paſſing the 
law: if the gentlemen who are intitled by their property 


lo be officers, do not incline io execute the law at this period, 


there is nothing to-oblige them to put it in execution, If 
they thould approve of the immediate execution, the militia 


can only be exerciſed, for which they are paid; but cannot 


te marched unlels when invaſion or rebellion immediately 
calls for it, ang their abſence even then cannot be long, and 
at ſuch a time the- bounty of the parith would afford an ample 
ſupport. | | . 

Thus I have ſtated the charge of maintaining the wives and 
children of the militia, in cate of their being embodied, at 
the higheſt rate poſſible, for other deductions might be made 
beſides what is ſaved by the abſence of the man, ſuch as the 
labour of the wife and children, and the bounty of her friends, 
which in country-places, where hoſpitality and all the 


charities. ſo much prevail, would amount to ſomething | 


conſiderable. But were I to appeal to matter of fact 
in time . paſt, this charge would diminiſh. almoſt to no— 
thing. The king of levy, that, in this reſpect, molt re- 
ſembled the militia, was that which was made on 
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after the war begarj, when in conſequence of the preſs- ad, 
t500 men were raiſed over Scotland; if ever there was ground - 


to expect that an additional burden would have been brought 


vpon the pariſhes , it was when that extraordinary mea{ure 
drew out the men, not for weeks or for months againſt inva- 
ſion or rebellion within the kingdom, like the militia. but for 
life, and againſt the moſt diſtant enemies of Britain; and yet 
] appeal to all Scotland, if that was either felt or complain- 
ed of. Nay, if we will conſider and enquire, I am confident 


we ſhail find, that thoſe bo, ooo of our gallaut countrymen. 


who have fought, or are ſtill fighting in the cauſe of their 
country, by leaving widows or wifes and children behind them, 


have e little additional charge upon their reſpective 


pariſhes : They have brought, us into no charge hut one, one 
that is irreparable; one, that without a militia, will ſtill con- 
i nue to waſte our vitals, the charge of ſo many thouſand 
nen, forever loſt to their country. 5 5 

have already far exceeded the bounds of a preface; and 


the. cfore, if there are any other objections againſt this ap- 


pli-ation taken from the nature or effects of the militia-law 
in England, I muſt anſwer them by this general obſervation, 


* — 


that, as our happy conſtitution of government was not per- 


fect at firſt, but received gradual and iuccefiive improvements, 
ſo neither can we expett. that the new inſtitution of the mili- 
tia, ſhould become perfect at once; hut we have the beſt 
ground to hope, that it is founded on principles as old as the 
conſtitution, on principles coeval with liberty iulelf : So that 
like them, we may expect, it ſhall by degrees be improved to 
the utmoſt, and that kf the three ſhall continue mutually to 
* each other for centuries to come. 5 
wiſh from the heart, that my countrymen would ſeriouſ- 
ly conſider this important ſubje& ; and not ſuffer themſelves 
to be led away by weak or ſelfiln men, who having more 


{ons and nephews to provide, are afraid leſt no more levies 


ſhould be made in Scotland ; or being the flaves of miniſters, 
are wonderfully cautious leſt they diſoblige their maſters,” who 
it is to be hoped in their hearts deſpiſe their ſervility; or be- 
ing ſtill hampered in their minds with indefeaſible 8 
right, are alarmed at a plan of arming the country, whic 
would cut off the twig of hope by which they hang. 
The effect of a militia, in deſtroying the ſeeds of diſaffec- 
uon, is plain and evident: For ſuppoſing it eſtabliſped 18 2 
county, it there be {till any ſuch, uuder the dominion of Chief- 
tains and heads of Clans, and that diſaffection was there pre- 
dominant; yet as the Lord Lieutenant muſt be named by the 
King, and that he has the choice of the officers who muſt be 
| approved 
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approved by the King, and muſt take the oaths to the Go- 
vernment, the diſciplined militia of the county muſt be thus 
diſconnected from their former leaders, and ranged under a 
new connection with officers. hearty in their attachment to 
their King and country. This muſt be the effect of a militia, 
even in a diſaffected county; but in every other county 4t muſt 
create a force ſufficient to reſiſt and cruſh the leaſt attempt a. 
| oe a King beloved and revered by his people, and a con. 
itution under which we enjoy every. bleſſing of ſecurity and 
freedom. 43 Wh | | 
* Six thouſand militia for Scotland, amounts only to one man 
forevery 240 inhabitauts; and if that, in our preſent ſtate, could 
diſtreſs the huſbandman or manufacturer, yet ſurely there can 
be no reaſon why the law ſhould not paſs, which would at once 
wipe off our diſgrace. and put us in a legal capacity of taking 
arms in our own defence, which at preſent we have not, if 
the French or the Spaniards ſhould inſult our coaſts. 


; | The 
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The QUESTION tdb to' a scors 
MILITIA conſidered. 


1 Lokps and GENTLEMEN, 


5 | / 5 e * 
'F Addreſs this diſcourſe to you, becauſe it is to your public 
' ſpirit, and attention to national meaſures, that we owe the 


preſent hopes of ſecing a militia ſoon eſtabliſhed in 88. 


land. I live a at diſtance, and (hall be glad, in offering you 
the thanks and praiſe you deſerve, if I am anticipated by an ab- 
pen. Your patriotiſm cannot fail to have rouſed congenial 
{pirits. But though I have only received general information 


ol your proceedings, I cannot deny myſelf the pleaſure of pu- 


blicly congratulating you, on the acquiſition you have made of 
the eſtcem and gratitude of every man who is a lover of liber- 
ty and his country. 


I am ſenſible, that, in the following pages, I cannot add 2 
ſiugle idea to your ample kuowledge of the ſubject, nor one 
ſpark to your zeal for a meaſure, fo neceſſary for the ſafety aud 
honour of your country. By means of your honourable names, 
I only hope to become leſs obſcure, and make the voice of a 
remote, though independent freeholder, reach the ears of his 
brethren, who are now full of expectation from your well- 
Judged and public-ſpirited meaſures, 


fall the wonders that have been performed by the preſent 


- adminiſtration, the eſtabliſhment of a national militia, though 


not the moſt ſhining, is far the greateſt, whether we conſider 
the obſtacles that were to be removed, or the conſequences 


that muſt follow, When the battles of Minden, Quebec, and 


Belleiſle ſhall only ſerve to adorn the page of the hiſtorian, the 


militia will continue to give liberty, ſtrength and ſecurity to 
Great Britain; and the reign of George II. will thence derive 
a glory, that in future times, will appear ſuperior to the great- 
eſt increaſe of dominion, or of trade. | 
Improvements in policy, it is true, ſeldom ariſe but from 
preſſing occaſions ; and the zeal of the wiſeſt patriots is found 
unable to produce remarkable changes, except when it acts 
in relief of ſome real complaint. Happy is that nation where 
the miniſters are capable of taking advantage of ſuch neceſſi- 
ties to form laſting and national inſtitutions, inſtead of patch · 
ing up the ſtate with temporary and ſelfiſh expedients. | 
he internal defect which was fo plainly pointed out byour 


loſſes and alarms in the beginning of the preſent war, and 


which gave occaſion to the change of policy I now ſpeak of, 
1 was 
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was not unknown to the friends of liberty in the former age. 


Ever ſince the happy revolution, men have not been wanting, 
who have ſhown us the inſufficiency, and warned us of the dau- 
zer, of truſting entirely to ſtanding armies. The truly Britiſh 
pirit of our ſoldiers, no leis than the moderation of our princes 
has hitherto ſecured us from that danger; bitter experience 
has more than once taught us the inſufficiency of ſuch a force. 
It is wite to learn even from an enemy. The French, 
taught by our example, ever ſince the days of the great Col- 
bert, have been extending their commerce. They ſaw that 
their natural ſtrength aud military power alone could not 
Maintain their equality with Britain ; and therefore they en- 
deavoured to derive an artificial ſtrength from trading colo- 
nies and a powerful marine. Their example, their menaces, 
and the ſenſe of our own defenceleſs condition when threaten- 
ed at home, fo lately experienced, have taught us in our turn 
ro cultivate every part of our natural ſtrength, as well as our 
artificial; that is, to mix the military ſpirit with our civil and 
commercial policy. I call the natural ſtrength of a nation, 


the extent and fertility of its land, the numbers, the induſtry, | 
and the bravery of its people. And I call the artificial, foreign. 
trade, paper credit, aud a navy. For however neceflary the 


latter may be to the grandeur aud dominion of a ftate they are 
only like the ornaments of a building, which may be ſpared or 
deſtroyed, and yet the fabric remain ſafe and ſecure: But the 
former are like the eſſential - parts of an edifice, which if you 
remove certain ruin muſt enſue. | 
When we engaged in the preſent war, (a war truly nation- 
al, in which independence, not dominion is our object), we had 
heen accuftomed to ſee our fleets victorious on every ſea, and 
ruth Ag terror of our name to the moſt diſtant regions of 


the globe. Our wealth had formerly ſecured us powerful al- 


lies, and put mighty armies in motion to fight our battles on 


the continent of Europe. But no ſooner had we engaged in 


this war, ſingly againſt our powerful enemy, than he difcover- 
ed and we felt our weakneſs. The whole world had ſeen five 
thouſand undiſciplined miliia from the moſt remote parts of 
the kingdom, defeat the regular forces that oppoled them, car- 
ry terror and diſmay within an hundred miles of the capital, 
and bring the government and couſtitution of Britain into the 
moſt imminent danger. The alarm of that fatal year, and 
the diſtraction of our 'councils, will ſtain our annals for ages 


to come. This pitiful inſurrection, which, with the leaſt at- 


tention to internal policy, could have been quelled in a week, 


brought our army from Flanders in the utmoſt hurry aud con- 
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fuſion; and, what is ſtill more ſhameful, obliged us to call in- 
to this iſland 12, ooo of the. moſt deſpicable foreign mercena- 
ries, yhilſt every generaus ſpirit felt equal diſdain of the toe, 


and of the auxiliaries, and deplored to fee the body of a free 
people, the beſt, the natural ſtrength of every kingdom, the 
diſpojers of wealth and of power, reduced to ſo feeble and con- 


te uptible a ſtate, without the means and without the capacity 
ot eli-defence. | W 


The Rebellion was quelled at laſt; but not till ir bad opened 


the eyes ot every thinking man, aud ſhown him our boſom bare 


and detcaceleſs. The fear and the expence, if not the diſ- 


houour of that year, might have been a leſſon to the dulleſt 


ſtateſman. But the ſeaſon was not vet come, when the wiſ⸗ 
dom of our patriots could act with advantage. We reſolved 
ſtill to truſt entirely to the troops who are in the King's pay; 
inſtead of arming the people, we encouraged ſchemes of poli- 
cy for enfeebling them more; and that a warlike ſpirit might 
remain in no corner of the iſland, in place of reclaiming the 
Aighlanders, and availing ourſelves of their valour, which 
was always in our power, we wholly diſarmed them. 5 

In the mean time our politic and watchful enemy failed not 
to take advantage of our infatuation. While he aimed in re- 
ality at our diſtant colonies to increaſe his own commerce and 
naval force, and to leſſen ours, he ſeeemed to meditate a mor- 
tal blow at our boſom. ?Tis uncertain whether or not he 
really intended at that time to invade us; but he threatened 
loudly, he made formidable preparations, and the effect was 
the {ame upon this nation as if he had been ſerious; for we 
were alarmed, we were frightned, . beyond what the poſterity 
of thoſe who have eſtabliſhed a militia, will be able to believe. 
Then it was that our navy, that boaſted bulwark of Britain, was 
thought uncqual to the defence of that part of our coaſt which 
lay oppoſite to that of the enemy. The reſt of the kingdom 
was abandoned, and-all our troops were collected round the ca- 
pital, to ward off the mortal ſtroke. Then it was that the par- 
liament itſelf, confounded at the near approach of danger, pray» 


ed his Majeſty to ſend for ſome thouſands of foreign troops, to 


ſave from ſlavery and ruin ten milions of free Britons. O! 
nation of women! to ſuffer again ſo much ſhame and diſho- 
nour! But weaker than women are a people abandoned to 
deſpair, And what could a diſarmed and enervated people do 
on ſuch an occaſion ? They judged from the fear and perplex- 
y of their leaders, and believed that the fate of this temple 
of liberty, this happy ſeat of commerce and the arts, this 
mighty empire of the ſea, depended on the deciſion of one 
tingle battle. The hiſtory of ſtates and kingdoms has "—_ 

; that 
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that every thing but public virtue and natural ſtrength afford 
but a precarious ſupport, and reſemble a machine, where if one 
- movement be hurt, the whole is disordered; hut that a great 
and free people, trained to arms, like a human body, may receive 
many wounds, without being wholly deſtroyed; or rather like 
the fabulous Hydra, will grow from defeat. Our fears then 
were as juſt, as the conduct of the French was politic upon 
that memorable occaſion. eee e 
But let us reflect upon the conſequences. Our fears of an 
invaſion made us leave our diſtant ſettlements and colonies in 
2 defenceleſs ſituation; neither ſhips nor troops enough could 
be ſpared from more important fervice; the French gained 
their aim, our fleet in the Mediterranean was unequal to the 
relief of Minorca, and a few battalions of regulars was till 
a leſs adequate force to cover our frontiers in America; both 
of courſe fell into the hands of our enemies; while Europe 
ſtood in amazement to ſee the haughty queen of the ocean 
neither able io protect her colonies, nor to defend her feat of 
empire. | | 8 
But, amidft' our loſſes and alarms, our free conſtitution, it 
would ſeem, {til} preſerved that ſecret energy which has often 
drawn medicine frem poiſon, and turned calamitous events to 
its own advantage. For the dijaſters of that ſhameful year, 
| awaked the nation that had been laid to ſleep ſo long in the 
lap of luxury, and heaven dire&ed the voice of the people 
5 raiſe a man to power, who was born to reffore a falling 

ate. | | 
And yet the violent oppoſition the militia met with, when 
the nation was fo circumſtanced, will appear incredible in a 
fature age. From that incredibility the noble patriots who firſt 
ſchemed, propoſed, and carried it into execution, will lofe 
half the praiſe due to their perſevering magnanimity. But 
they have gained their end. The irreſiſtible principle of that 
falutary law has at length prevailed, both over ſecret artifice, 
and avowed reſiſtance. Oppolition itſelf has not a little contri- 
buted to make the militia reſpectable. There are now 18,000 
who have been embodied for ſome months, and called out of 
their reſpective counties. Every one who has ſeen them do 
juſtice ro their merit; their maſt violent enemies affect to be 
fully convinced. Officers and private men have learned ſubor- 
dination and diſcipline to a great degree of perfection; in rank 
and fortune, which are pledges for 1g fidelity to their coun- 
try, they are no doubt ſuperior to thoſe of whom the armies of 
Europe are compoſed ; and in point of diſcipline, they are 

allowed to have attained all that regiments poſleſs who have 

not been in actual ſervice. „ eee | 
88 P | Thank 
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Thank Heaven! and the patriot ſpirit of England, chat 


there is vo need to look back to ancient times, nor abroad 
among foreign nations, for authorities in favour of a militia ; 
ſince it is con feſſed by all, that the ſouthern part of our own 
iland, within the {pace of a ſingle year, has furniſhed un- 


queſtionable proof, that a free nation, while engaged in com- 


merce far beyond all the ideas of antiquity, and ſunk in luxury 
that ſee med to forebode a falling empire, has been able to rouſe 
itſelf on the approach of danger, to revive the military ſpirit, 


and to form an eſtabliſhment that equally ſecures it againſt do- 


meſtic tyranny. or foreign invaſion. How will ages to come 


revere the memory of thoſe noble patriots, who, with that per- 


ſevering wildom which always overcomes, have procured us the 
pea of human bleſſings! e 

When one conſiders the great advantages of a well. regulated 
militia, it becomes matter of wonder, that Gteat Britain, that 
has excelled all other nations, ancient or modern, in other 
kinds of policy, ſhould have been without one ſo long. The 
views of ſpeculative men, the friends of liberty who have for- 
merly written and ſpoke upon this ſubject, ſeem to have been 
directed to the ſecuring theconſtitutional freedom of their coun- 
try. They had feen almoſt all other nations enſlaved by merce- 
nary forces and the fear of ſuch an event excited their patriot 
ſpirit. In purſuit of this object, their writings abound in proofs of 
the fatal effects of ſtanding armies, and of the promptitude with 
which they have always become tools, for the eſtabliſhment of 
deſpotiſm and arbitrary ſway. It muſt be owned, that thoſe 
great men had reaſon as well as facts upon their fide. It is im- 
poliible to find an ipſtance of a prince who became abſolute 
without a ſtanding army, and no found argument can be 


brought againſt intruſting the people in free governments with 


arms. There is no limitation of monarchy,” ſays the re- 
nowned Fletcher of Salton, ** that is any real ſecurity to the 
* liberties of the people, but that which puts the {word in their 
* own hand, The power of granting and refuſing money, 
though veſted in the ſubject, is not ſufficient where a ſtanding 
army is kept up in time of peace; for he that is armed 15 
always maſter of the purſe pf him that is unarmed. The 
poſſeſſion of arms,” continues that great patriot, * 15 the 


cc 
«c 
cc 


diſlinction ot a freeman from a ſlave. He who has nothing 


(0 
cc 
cc 


and belongs to another, muſt be defended by him, and needs 
no arms: but he who thinks he is his own maſter, and has 
any thing he may call his own, ought to bave arms to 
defend himſelf, and what he poſſeſſos, or elſe he lives pre- 
cariouſly and at diſcretion. * True diſtinQion 3, which will 
abtain while there are freemen and ſlaves. To he actually in 
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bonds is not to be a ſlave, for that has happened to men of the 
nobleſt minds. But to be of a baſe, a daſtardly and ſervile 


ſpirit, to want the deſire and capacity of ſelf-defence, that is to 
be a fave 3} for theſe vile qualities bring a man under the will 


and power of every on who thinks it worth while to command 


But, in ſpite of the clearneſs and certainty of thoſe principles, 


the freeit nation on earth had almoſt forgotten them, and in 


a few ages more-might perhaps have acknowledged an order of 
men for their maſters, whom they were ſo willing to truſt for 
their defence. Experience indeed, at the glorious Revolution, 
had taught us that liberty is dear to all orders of men, and that 
we have but little reaſon to fear that the favour of an amhi- 
tious prince will, before an zra of general corruption, be able 
to purchaſe a ſurrender of the rights of freemen, even from 


our ſoldiers. The wiſdom and juſtice of our 1 have 


been alſo no leſs a ſecurity to Britain, than the extenſive pro. 
perty and liberal minds of her military officers. - The fear of 
the Pretender, the great armies of France, and other conti- 
nental powers, have been ſtrongly urged as unanſwerable rea- 
ſons for keeping up a numerous ſtanding army. And our ea- 
ger purſuit of trade, together with the ſoftneſs that luxury in- 


| duces, and the contempt of military honours which wealth 


nor eloquence were able to atchieve. 


j 


begets, have been our motives for yielding to theſe reaſons. 

Neceſſity at length brought to paſs what neither philoſophy 
Our ſtanding army was 
unequal to the uſes for which it was deſigned ; a more certain 
internal defence was found neceſſary; and thus the Pretender 
and the armies of France have procured us a reſpectable mili- 
tia. We have at length had recourſe to the ancient principles 
of our conſtitution ; and thoſe noble patriots who thought of 


| ſecurity againſt invaſion only in the ſecond place, if they 


thought of it all, have had their generous aim accompliſhed, 
through the fear of that danger, which they perhaps looked 
upon as a pretence or a bugbear. So little foreſight has the 
ſagacity of the wiſeſt ſtateſmen, and ſo much {way has neceflity 
and expedience, in the government of nations, 

Pardon me, my Lords, and Gentlemen, for having dwelt fo 


long on the cauſes and occaſions of this conſtitutional law. I 


ſhall next conſider the advantages of a militia in general, and 
the chief objections that have been made againſt it: and then 
proceed to enquire into the reaſons for extending or norexten- 
ding this law to our on country of North Britain. 

I have already hinted that there is a certain ſpirit or force 
in every free government, that dictates ſalutary laws in caſes of 
neceſſity, and like the vigorous conſtitution of a human body, 
draws good out of evil, corrects what is noxius, and aſſi milates 
| i! 
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it to ſelf. It may further be obſerved, that Providence. has "A 


united what is wiſe and juſt, to what is caſy and beneficial, that 
men have little more to do, than to purſue thoſe meaſures 
which are moſt obvious and honeſt. In the preſent caſe, we 
had only to look back to the original principles of the conſli- 


tution, to find a militia; and thence it appears to be the moſt 


obvious, and natural, and juſt expedient for our defence. It 


muſt alſo be allowed to be the moſt certain and frugal method 
that could be deviſed. 


Who does not admit that Britain is ſtronger, by all the num- 
ber the militia conſiſts, ſince they were arrayed? When once 
the militia is complete in England, is it not evident that we 
ſhall be able to act offenſively againſt the enemy with an addi- 


tional force equal to their number, which is 32;000 men? I 


could almoſt venture to ſay, that our return to principles con- 
genial to our conſtitution, has given a firmneſs and vigour to 
our cauncus unknown before; and that from the date of the 
firſt execution of the militia law, commences the æra of the 


ſucceſs and glory of our arms. But though our force is thence 


encreaſed, and our counſels invigorated already, it is in future 
wars, if this (hall terminate when I wiſh it, that we are to ex- 
ped the full benefit of this national inſtitution. At the end of 
the ſeven years 90,000 men muſt have been trained to arms 
in England alone, and in proceſs of time, all the ſenſible men 
of the kingdom. And then having eſtabliſhed the beſt defence 
any ſtate is capable of, viz. the united ſtrength of every indivi- 
dual, let the French, or let all Europe, invade us if the will. 

If the war {hall laſt another campaign, Britain muſt exert 
her utmoſt force. Beſides foreigners in our pay, we ſhall pro- 
bably have no Jeſs than 1 30,000 native ſoldiers; an army that 
it is impoſſible for us long to ſupport, and which at the end of 
the war, in half-pay officers alone, will leave a very heavy 
burden on our revenues. But it were eaſy to demonſtrate that 
in a future war, by means of the militia, which loads us with 


no half. pay, and coſts us little expence except when actually 


employed, we (hall be able to exert an equal force againſt our 
enemies with half that number of ſoldiers. ; 

Thus it appears, that a militia is the moſt certain and moſt 
frugal method of defence. Let us conſider what effect it 
would have on our army. 1 would not be thought to mean 


any reflection on the regular forces of Great Britain, when I 1 


aſſirm, that they will be improved by the eſtabliſhment of a 


militia ; nor do 1 chuſe to bring any late events in proof of 


my aſſertion, I regard and honour the army, and I congratu- 
late my country on the glory of late ſo juſtly acquired by her 
vative troops; for till war ceaſe upon the earth, a reputation 
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in arms cannot fail to be a capital advantage to any nation. By 


argulng for a militia as the firmeſt internal defence, it is not 
my deſigu to invalidate the reaſons for a ſtanding army. The 
dignity of our ſovereign, and the grandeur of the ſtate, require 
a laſting eſtabliſhment of military force. To mix often in the 
wars of Europe with a body of Britilh auxiliaries, would pre- 
ſerve our military reputation, and be the means of enuring our 
officers -to ſervice and the. practice of war. The army would 
thereby become an example and a model to our lels experien- 
ced, not leſs capable militia. 

The eſtabliſhment of a militia, on the other kh would be 
2 ſingular advantage to the ſtanding army, as it would remove 
the people” s ground of diltruſt in them, and recover to them 
their confidence and eſteem. The manners of a nation have 
an irreſiſtable influence over the mind; and as few will have 
the ſpirit io be brave where cowardice is not diſhonourable, ſo 
none will dare to be cowards, where the whole men of therr 
city or country are know io be brave. Beſides, as emulation 


is allowed to be one of the greateſt ſpurs to noble atchieve- 


ments; by eſtabliſhing a ſeparate order of military men we kin- 
dle: that paſſion in the breatts of our ſoldiers. Every one thinks 
himſelf accountable to his relations and friends for the whole 
of his conduct: and let the public judge of him as they will, 
he will find ſome conſolation 1n the eſteem of his own Ally 
But by raiſing the military ſpirit, and rendering the friends 
and relations of every ſoldier capable to judge of his conduct, 
a jury is eftabliſhed in every family of che kingdom, where 
even women and children will be ſeverer Jodges, Than the pub- 
lic itſelf. 

I ſhall now confider the objections againſt this national inſti- 


tution. There are only two of any importance. The firſt 18 


drawn from the conftideration of our trade and manufaQures; 
the ſecond, from an apprebenſion of the Cad of a milk 
tia. 
It is ſaid, That a military ſpirit is contrary to the intereſt of 
a commercial nation; aud that the militia will interrupt the in- 
duſtry of our people who are employed in trade aud manufac- 
ture. The ſhort antwer to this objection, is, That perhaps it 
might have weight, if what is neceflary to our ſafety could be 
contrary to our intereſt; aud if we could preſerve our trade 
and manuiactures, without employing any hands in their de- 
fence. But we {hall confider it more in detail. It is unqueſ- 
tionably true, that when the militia are embodied, and march 
oat of their reſpective counties, labour loſes as many hands as 
they confilt ot; and if militia were deſigned only for parade, 
none but madmen could approve of the inſtitution. But when 
the 
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the end of the inſtitution is the ſecurity of our lives and liber- 
ties, and of that very trade and manufacture, what reaſonable 


man can object to it for a moment? Eſpecially if it be conſi- 


dered, that labour loſes leſs by it, than by a ſtanding army. 


Soldiers in time of peace, are wholly loſt to their country. 
The militia follow their occupations, except on the few days 
in a year, when they meet in diviſions to learn their exerciſe: 
and even in time of war, as the militia are raiſed equally from 


every place in proportion to its numbers when they march 


from home, manufactures muſt feel it leſs, than a large recruit 
of the army, which falls chiefly on the towns, carries off the 
manufacturers, and is ſubject io no rules, but the caprice, inte- 
reſt, or good fortune of the officers. If it be added, that, af- 
ter this root of internal ſtrength is firmly planted, a much 
imaller number of ſoldiers will be needed on the {ſudden emer- 
gence of a war; it will appear that trade and manufactures are 
galuers by the inſtitution, 9 5 EL 
We hope likewiſe, for the honour of trade and manufac- 
ture, that they will not be found inconſiſtent with a ſpirit of 
liberty, and the capacity of ielf-defence. They do not appear 
to be ſo in the natural world. In the moſt induſtrious repu- 
blic that nature knows, the republic of the bees, every citizen 
is always in arms; and, among that warlike people, to be 
cowardly, and to be lazy, are ſynonymous terms: for the 
"drones, who carry no ſting, are expelled as uſeleſs to fo- 
CIELY; 4 
Bur will the private men of the militia, it is aſked, return 
to their labour again, after being embodied, and doing their 
duty as guards or garriſons for a year or two? In anſwer 
to this queſtion, I ſhall aſk another: Will the 70 or 80,000 
men who muſt be diſcharged from the army at the peace, 
will they, after fix or ſeven hard campaigns, return to their 
labour again? No doubt both muſt return to their labour, or 
enter into foreign ſervice, or ſtarve. But the militia liave 
this advantage above the army, that they are inrolled. with the 
certain proſpect of being diſmiſſed at the end of three years; 
and therefore they can ſeldom loſe fight of the occupation 
to which they have been bred. Beſides, they return home 
with their officers on their heads, who are gentlemen of for. 
tune in their own country, who may have probably gained 
their affection aud eſteem, whom they will be unwilling to 
diſoblige by idleneſs and proftigacy, and who will encourage 
and protect them to the utmoſt of their power. n 
Another objection againſt the militia, is, That they can 
never be of any uſe, becauſe the art of fighting cannot; be 


learned unleſs a man makes it his ſole buſineſs and 9 
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- This objeQion takes its riſe from the idea commonly annexed 
to the word militia, which of late has fallen into contempr, | 


and brings to one's mind the birthday-parade of the trained 
bands of Edinburgh. The objection is ſupported alſo by the 
practice of modern times, which has made the military a ſepa- 
rate profeſſion. But there was no occaſion for a new law to 
am us with an ineffective militia; the old ſtatutes were 
ſufficient for that purpoſe. All the eſſential parts of diſcipline 


can be acquired in a very ſhort time; and the regulations in 


the late militia-law, if ſupported by the ſpirit of the gentle- 
Men in each county, are ſufficiently calculated for that pur- 
pole. Let us then call the militia now to be eſtabliſhed by 
another name; let it be an army of the people, and no ideas of 
inefficacy_or cowardice will he annexed to it. They are to 


be armed, trained, and clothed in the ſame manner with re- 


gular troops, and the ſame ſubordination is to take place a- 
mongſt them, though not to be enforced by military law, ex. 
cept when they march from home. In time of peace indeed, 
and always till they are called out by their King for the de- 
fence of their country, they are to live in their own houſes, 


and work at their reſpective trades, except on their ſtated days 


of exerciſe; at the end of three years they are to be diſnul- 
ſed: They are to have no pay but either on their field- days, 


or when they march out of their reſpective counties, upon 
actual invaſion or rebellion, with content of parliament: they 
will generally conſiſt of ſober and virtuous men, who have 


both {ſubſtance and reputation to loſe : and their officerrs are 


to be gentlemen of the higheſt rank and greateſt property in 


the country. Unleſs then it can be ſaid, that idleneſs forms 
the bodies, and dependence the minds of men, better than la- 
bour and independence; and that a little pay can excite the 
indigent and ignoble to an higher pitch of honour, than that 
with which principles and affection can inſpire a ſuperior order 
of men, when they fight in defence of their fortunes, their fa- 
milies, their religion and liberty; hired ſoldiers in point of 
valour cannot excel the militia, nor the ſtanding army, he 
army of the people. Sys 7 

But will any man fight, it is aſked, who can hire another to 
fight for him? I anſwer, None who are capable of putting ſo 


baſe a queſtion : for all men of worth and principles know, 


that fortitude and courage are the guardians, not only of pro- 
perty, but of all the other virtues; and yet, as the queſtion 
is ſuggeſted by a ſtrong idea of perſonal ſafety, that very idea 
revolved again in the mind, one would think, might diQate 
another article of {e}f-examination ; that is, How do I know 


bat the man who fights to-day in my defence, for a ſmall | 
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part of my money, may not to-morrow take it into his head 
to fight me if I won't give him the whole? Re | 

It is needleſs to bring old examples from the armies of 
Rome, or from thoſe of our own country of Britain; and it 
is equally needleſs to quote the preſent armies of Switzerland, 


or thoſe of the great King of Pruſha, whoſe native ſoldiers in 


time of peace are permitted to live at home, and follow their 


buſineſs for nine or ten months in the year; ſince England 
at this moment furniſhes indubitable proof, that, in a very 
few months, the ſpirit of a few noblemen and gentlemen, un- 
der the inſpection of a magnanimous adminiſtration, has been 
able to reſtore the military character to its honours again, to 
revive the. warlike ſpirit, and to form ſuch a popular army, as 


the moſt prejudiced officers by profeſſion acknowledge to be 


equal to our regular forces. It is childiſh to fay, that, in ſpite 
of their appearance, they would fail in time of real danger: 
for that is to ſay, that neither the maxims of common ſenſe, 
nor the rules of the militaty art, are good foundations of 
judgment. I remember a time, when it was allowed, that 
even an undiſciplined militia could fight; that was in the year 
1745. Strange! that a diſciplined militia for us ſhould be 


good for nothing, aud an undiſciplined one againſt us be ſo 


very formidable. O! but the militia of the year 1745 were 
Highlanders! The time was when every man in the kingdom 
was as good as à Highlander; and ſuch a time will come & 
gain, if we are not wanting to ourſelves. ; 

I ſhould be very ſorry if any thing I have ſaid ſhould ſeem 
to ſtate an oppoſition between the militia and the army. I 
think both are neceſſary; the one for our internal defence, 
and the other for our foreign wars, and the ſupport of our 
power and dominion. Without a militia we cannot be ſecure; 
and without an army, in the preſent-ſtate of Europe, we can- 
not be great. A few eminent officers of the army have been 
zealous promoters of the militia : It was weak in any of them 
to diſcover the leaſt jealouſy. Whatever ſtrengthens the whole 
ary. muſt be for the happineſs, ſecurity, and honour of in- 

Ividuals. ERS: | 4 | 


Thus I have endeavoured to trace out the cauſes and ends, 


of this national inſtitution, to point out the advantages that 
may ariſe from itg and to obviate the objections that have 
been made againſt it. And why was not this conſtitutional 


eſtabliſhment extended at firſt to Scotland? What good reaſon. 


can be piven for delaying fo long to let us fee], in this im- 
portant article, the benefit of the union? What had we done 
to forfeit our rights as Britons even for a ſingle hour! To 
make anſwers to theſe queſtions, lead me to the laſt branch of 
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my ſubje&, which I cannot enter upon without anxiety for 
the event in dependence, and; indignation from what is paſt, 


The time has been, when the hirelings of corruption were 
ready to brand every man with the imputation of folly, if not 
diſaffection, who had courage to mention à militia as a ra- 
tional meaſure of defence. But the general ſyſtem, which 
thoſe arts of affeded zeal were intended to flatter, is now 
changed, and the perſons who uſed them are, I hope, now as 
deſpicable from their impotence, as they were always for their 
want of capacity or candou tt oe, 

I have been informed, that the illuſtrious perſon who firſt 
moved for à militia in the houſe of Commons, in the conclu- 


ſion of his ſpeech, made àn apology for his not propoſing to 


extend the bill to Scotland; and expreſſed his hopes, that 
ſome of the gentlemen who were ſkilled in the laws and cu- 
ſtoms of that part of the united kingdom, would ſoon move 
the houſe for leave to bring in à bill, that ſhould be accom- 
modated to the ſtate of that couutry. At that particular time, 
it is {aid to have been in the thoughts of ſome of our repreſen- 
tatives, to move for ſuch a bill; bat the Engliſh patrous of 
the militia finding they were to meet with a violent oppoſi- 
tion, begged it might be dropt at that time, leſt it ſhould give 
a handle to their oppoſers. But, to the ſhame of our own 
members of ft, two years have been ſuffered to e- 
lapſe, and none of them have ever attempted to obtain for 
their countrymen the higheſt privilege of Britons; the only 
certain mark of diſtinction, by which freemen are known from 


fla ves. | | 


Is it that the ancient Scottiſh ſpirit is quite extinguilhed ? or 
is it that the. Jacobires had truth on their fide, when they up- 
braided us with being 2 province, and a conquered kingdom! 
No. The genius of the Scotch never {hone with greater luſtre 
than now: In war and in letters we have acquired our ſhare 
of glory, and our generqus' fellow-fubje&ts of England meet us 
half-way in every ſtep we take towards the full completion of 
the union. Happy ſhould we be, 1f there were no bar 1n the 
way to prevent the immediate extenſion of every conſtitutional 
law in this part of the kingdom! Thrice happy! if, poſſeſſing 
every privilege of Britons, we kuew the value of freedom, the 
greateſt of human bleſſings, and felt that quick ſenſe of liber- 
ty, which animates our countrymen beyond the Tweed. 

The inhabitants of Scotland have ſo lately come to ſhare in 
the policy of that wiſe and happy people with whom they are 
united, that the national ſpirit is hardly yet diffuſed among the 
commous. We are accuſtomed- to put implicit truſt 1n our 
ſuperiors : to them we reſpectfully leave the care of all the 
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meaſures of government, and few poſſeſs that Wa 
temper, of elevation of thought which freedom inſpires. I 


am glad to make this apology for my countrymen of Scotland, 


who, when every county and every borough in England, on 
a late occaſion, called loudly for arms as their only ſecurity, 
remained ſilent and fpiritleſs, like the effeminate inhabitants 
of a conquered province; the more ſhame to thoſe who.e rank 
and power, and the truſt repoſed in them, required them 
to watch over the welfare of their country, that they took no 
ſtep to ſecure to us the moſt important right of freemen and 
of Britons ! Are we then a province and a conquered king- 
dom? No. But what avails it that we are free and indepen- 


dent, while we create to ourſelves racks and bow ſtrings in the 


fear of offending, and wear chains and fetters in ſervility of 


- 


— 


Let us ſuppoſe, that the treaty of union had contained in. it 
ſuch an exception as I comphain of: ſuppoſe, in the 4th arti- 
cle which fecures to all the ſubjects of the united kingdom a 
communication of all the rights, privileges, and advantages, 
which do, or may belong to the ſubjects of either kingdom, 
that an exception had been made of the privilege of arms for 


our own defence; and let us conſider how ſach a clauſe would 


have been received in the parliament of Scotland. It is not 
impoſſible but men might have been found, at that time, ca- 
pable of glofling ſuch a national affront into a favour, and of 
Wos their court by yeilding up the honour of their country. 

ight they not have ſaid, * That the Scotch had been too 
« loug addicted to arms, to the neglect of all the arts of 
« peace: That they were much beholden to the generous 
« Engltih who had undertaken to prote& them: That their 
navy was the beſt defence againſt foreign invalions, and 
their militia the beſt ſecurity againſt ſudden inſurrections of 
the Highlanders: That we were happy in being freed from 
the trouble and expence of defending ourſelves; That, 
lafe and ſecure under the care of ſuch faithtul guardgans, 
our lazy and idle commons would at length apply to trade and 
manufaQures; and that our nobility and gentry, inſtead of 
waſting their fortunes and their blood in queſt of the bubble 
“ honour, would live in peace and pleaſure at home, beget 
* ſons and daughrers, and accumulate wealth for their chil- 
o : 

In what a different tone may we ſuppoſe the noble patriots 
of thoſe times would have ſpoken? How would indigvation 
and diſdain have kindled the ſpirit of the gallaut Fletcher on 
luch an occaſion ? 888 | | 
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„„ My Lord Chancellor,” (might he not have ſaid), - © if! 


“ may call by that name the firſt officer of a now degraded 
“ kingdom! I have often told you in this place, that the pol. | 
<< ſeſſion of arms is the only diſtinction of freemen from flaves; 


and I have as often called upon you to arm the people, a 
ce the only ſecurity for our independence. Had the parlia- 
« ment of Scotland agreed to my propoſal, we had not ſuffer. 
ed the ſhame and diſhonour of this day. By arms, and by 
« arms alone, our anceſtors ſuſtained the reputation and pov. 
*« er of this kingdom; and then did they properly bear in their 


s enſtgns the motto, That none ſhould provoke them unpuni. 


© ſhed. Without arms that motto may be reverſed, and al 
% may not only provoke, but trample upon us with ſafety, 

In Enie of ſoil; in numbers of people, in induſtry and 
e wealth, we are infinitely ſurpaſſed by Ne Eugliſh. It is 
«hy arms alone that we can preſerve to ourſelves a name 2. 
“ mong nations. To offer us a communication of every pri- 
“ vilege with the exception of arms, is to ſet before us all the 


„ dainties of the earth, and then to tie up our hands that we 
„ may not taſte them. If we once give up our arms, there 


« are no terms ſo hard that we muſt not accept of; but while 
% we yet have arms, and the power to uſe them, to agree to 
« this article, is to make ourſelves a jeſt and a proverb to the 


„ world. I move then, and it is the laſt motion I ſhall ever 


« make if it is not agreed to, That the treaty be inſtantly 
* broke off, and that all the commiſſioners who ſigned this 
infamous article, be ſtripped of their honours, and declat- 
« ed traitors to their country.“ 

Such undoubtedly would have been the ſentiments of Fletch. 


er upon the ſuppoſition I have made. The preſent times in- 


deed are different from thoſe he lived in: the manners and 
ſentiments of men ſince that period are greatly changed. But 
no ſoftneſs of manners, nor feebleneſs of ſentiment, can dil- 
poſe men to brook the diſgrace of ſuch an exception. Let us 


try, it by a ſingle inſtance. Suppoſe Yorkſhire had been ex- 


cepted, or even only omitted in the militia-law, what a ſtorm 
of rage and reſentment would have fallen upon the minilters 
who had preſumed to offer the exception? Is there one of all 
their thirty members, if he had been a tame ſpectator of ſuch 
an affront, that could have cver hoped to have repreſented 


any part of that county again? Even Middleſex itſelt, the 


very centre of degenerate manners, muſt have felt the ſhock 
of ſuch an indignity through the double coat of torpor that 
wealth and luxury has wrapt around her. 


Who then can fay, that the Scotch are a people proud and 
impatient of injury or ſcorn, beyond any other in Europe, 
| 7 when 
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when they have waited for two years with the ormoft tran- 
quility, till every poſſible excuſe or pretence has become ſtale? 
And who can now tax them with want of truft and confidence. 
in their ſuperiors, when their patience is well nigh degenera- 


ted into 2 reproach, and their ſilence may imply a backward-' 


neſs to vindicate their own honour, or to bear a fhare in ſup- 
porting the dignity of the Britiſh crown ? e I 
This ſhire, of which I am a member, had the honour to 


be the firſt that called for arms. The clergy, to do them 
jaltice, had done their part, they had atrefted the loyalty of 
the people. Aſter the example of this ſhire, feveral others 
took the difarmed ſtate of Scotland under conſideration; the 


ſpirit roſe, the flame ſpread from thire to ſhire; and then you, 
my Lords, and Gentfemen, as the repreſentatives of almoſt 
every part of Scotland, gave form and fubſtance to the 
carneſt wifhes of a whole people. You have acted with ho- 
nour; yon have managed, I doubt not, with wiſdom; you 
have deſerved, and you have obtained the gratitude and praiſe 
of your country. OY | 

And here J cannot omit to take notice of one piece of neg- 
lect which the freeholders of Scotland, with all their zeal, 
have been guilty of upon this occaſion; that is, the not in- 
firuting their members upou an affair of ſo much conſequence 
as the militia-bill; An affair by far the moſt intereſting and 
important to North Britain, that has ever been laid before the 
Britiſh partament. For, with the moft hearty approbation 
of the union, and its falotary effects, I do maintain, that if 
the militia-bill, now brought into parliament, does not pals, 
it had been good for Scotland, that there had been no union. But 
this negle& may yet be made up for, if the gentlemen free- 
holders will loſe no time in calling meetings of their reſpec- 
tive ſhires, and ſending up vigorous inſtructions to their mem- 
bers, on a point which decides the fate of Scotland. 

I would have this meaſure inſtantly followed, not becauſe I 
am under any apprehenſion that the bill can poſſibly miſcarry 
in parliament, but becauſe I would have every fort of excuſe 
or pretence put out of the power of our own m—h—rs, and 
leave them no room to pretend, that this is not a meaſure 
earneſtly wiſhed for, or impatiently expected by their country. 
They will now have an opportunity of wiping off, by their 
zealand activity, the reproach to which their long filence, and our 
ignorance of the cauſe of it, has juſtly expoſed them. The 
ume of diſtinguiſhing thoſe who have deſerved well of the 
public, or of marking them with infamy who have betrayed 
the rights of their country, is now faſt approaching; and the 


trecholders and burgeſſes of Scotland are not inſenſible, rn 
| | the 
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ty and inſignificance of my brethren the freeholders. They 
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the ſeaſons of their power are ouly periodical, and that it is 
but once in ſeven years, that they can reward public ſpirit, or 


' pavith corruption. 


And here I cannot but teſtify my ſurpriſe, that the freehol- 
ders of Scotland, men for the moſt part of independent for- 
tunes and good education, ſhould ſhow themſelves ſo tame and 
manageable as they have done upon many occaſions. When 
once indeed they are fully rouſed upon national points, I be- 
lieve there is no body of men in Great Britain that are capa- 
ble of ſhowing a more unconquerable integrity: But it muſt 
be owned, that, in the exerciſe of their own inherent power, 
they have for the moſt part been indolent and inattentive in a 
ſhameful degree. And the conſequence has been, that our 
rt ves have on too many occaſions betrayed the rights 
and honour of their country; nay, the nation has been 
thought of a baſe and ſervile 2h on account of a few who 
have carried to pt the diſpoſitions of - a needy or - ſordid 
mind, inſtead of the liberal ſpirit of a Britiſh commoner. 

I have indeed been often puzzled to account for the frigidt- 


are not very numerous. They live in friendſhip with one ano» 
ther. They are generally men of liberal minds and eaſy for- 
tunes, and neither deſire no expect any favours from a court 
or a miniſter; or had they any favours to aſk for their ſons or 
nephews, ſurely the very worſt ſuitors they could employ, are 
thole dependent men, whoſe {ole end in pt, is to obtain 
poits and penſions: for themſelves. Whence then ariſes that 
difference they ſhow to,court-dependents ! Public-ſpirited, and 
honourable men have an equal title with them to aſk a pro- 
hin number of offices, civil or military, for their 

riends of their own {hires or boroughs; and it is certain, 
that they will both aſk and obtain them, unleſs {ome baſe 
compliance is demanded, as the price. 

But though I am puzzied to account for the uſual indiffer- 
ence of the electors of Scotland, I am at no loſs to foreſee 
what a national ſpirit will animate their conduct at the next 
general election. In ancient and uncorrupted Rome, the 


candidates for the magiſtracy, at elections, diſplayed the lau- 


rels they had won, and the wounds they had received fighting 
in their country's cauſe, as the beſt title they could plead for 
being raiſed to power and honour. And if the electors of 
North Britain ſhall put no mark ot diſgrace on thole 
who ſhall dare to be cold or neutral in the queſtion, 
whether or not their country ſhall be put ina ſtate of defence, 
and in poſſeſſion of the privileges of freemen? from thence- 


forth I ſhall renounce the name of Scotchman, as equivalent 
to that of ſlave. 
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1 hope, I am not too ſanguine, when Þ believe; that what. 
ever be the conduct of ſome of our own members, this appli- 
cation cannot poſſibly fail of ſucceſs. The frjends aud patrons 
of the militia in England, who have wondered at the tameneſs 
with which we have ſuffered what they muſt think an indigni- 
ty, and who began to doubt our zeal for liberty, will receive 
our propoſals with a hearty welcome. The former oppoſers 
of chat meaſure, in juſtice to the preſent ſentiments of re- 
ſpe& with which the ſucceſs of the militia has inſpired them, 
will certainly give us their aſſiſtance. An adminiſtration warm 
in the proſecution of this glorious' war, and intent on the 
happy concluſion of it, cannot fail to ſecond a propoſal that 
will extend its ability to purſue the favourite object; and the 
wiſe and equitable © legiſlature of Great Britain, muſt: have 
weighty reatons indeed, before they can refuſe to put us in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a privilege that we claim as Britrons. 


What Scottiſh heart but muſt feel emotions of joy, on the 
certain proſpect of being treated with equal reſpe&t and con- 
fidence with the other inhabitants of Britain? Who, till 
now, could have looked back on the danger and diſgrace from 
which we ſo lately eſcaped, without feeling reſentment and 
diſdain of the ſtate iu which we were left, and the moſt an- 
xious fears of greater diſtreſs and diſhonour in the approach- 
Ing ſummer ? 1 E N ** by 

Men of as little ſagacity and foreſight as of principles and 
honour, formerly ſaid; that as the French could not ſeriouſly 
intend to invade us; and as à militia would neceſſarily involve us 


in trouble and expence, it was far more eligible for us to remain 


without one. But the good fortune and vigilance of Captain 
Thorot, which led him paſt the Britiſh fleet into the north 
ſea, and who, for ought we know, ſtill waits an opportuni- 
iy of making a deſcent upon our coaſt, opened at once the 

eyes of every one who was willing to ſee. 
An adminiſtration leſs capable of imaginary fears, than a- 
ny one which Britain ever ſaw, thought it prudent to draw 
the ſmall military force alloted us, round out capital; which 
left many hundred miles of our coaſts, friths, and bays, 
wholly naked, and expoſed to the depredations of the enemy. 
Had the French made a ſucceſsful deſcent in the ſouth of 
England, our little army muſt have been inſtantly withdrawn; 
and all Scotland left to the mercy of M. Thurot, till ſuch time 
as the invaders of the ſouth had been driven out off the iſland; 
that is to ſay, that 1,200,000 people without arms, diſcipline, 
or leaders, -muſt have ſubmitted to 1200 in arms, and laid 
their lives and fortunes at their feet, Scotland needs the f 
| | ternal 


| 19} 
ternal defence of a militia even more than England ; becauſe 


when both are in danger, the fleet and the army are neceffa- 

„ eee the latter, the ſeat af wealth and 
nne olle ba 5 

What ſingle day was there all laſt ſummer in which the 


_ towns of Ayr, and Irvine, or even Part-Glaſgow, the port 


and warehouſe of tha rich city af Glaſgow, might not have 
heen inſuked and fubdued by a 2 ſmall force? And 
how many other towns. in Scotland are expofed to equal ba- 
Zard, without the power of making the leaſt reſiſtance? This 
19 po ſpectre of danger raiſed by z timorous fancy. Every 
bedy was convinced of the reality of 1, till Admiral Hawke 


deſeated the French fleet. But che fame danger may return 


gain: for though ſuch conqueſts as thoſe I memion, would 
unt mueb avaib the King of France, they are no inconſide- 
rable objects to the maſter of a French privateer. And tho? 
che Bruiſh government would feel ufelf very little the weaker 
for the diſaſters of private men, yet the ſmalleſt towns being 


W titled ta her protection as well as the greateſt, ſuch inſults 


wand expoſe her to the contempt. of foreigo powers much 
beyond the real lofs, and to domeſtic diſquiet equal to the 
heavied blow. SN S016 ici 
What avail the the bravery of our fellow- citizens, and the 

lory they have acquired in the preſent war, if, while they 

in diſtant regions, to add to the fame of the Scotti 

courage, their country, filled with men as gallant, but naked 
and ustrained, be infulted, plundered, and ruined, by a hand- 
ful. of deſperadocs, whom, if they bad arms in their hands, 
they would deſpiſe and chaſten ? Did not the heart of every 
Scotehman burn with ſhame and indignation, when he beheld 
a, people inferior ta nane in Europe for military glory, trem- 
bling at the approach of Thurot's pitiful armament, and wait» 
ing in a ſtate of helpleſs dejection, till they ſhould - feel where 
the blow would fall? To whom will poſterity impure this diſ- 
grace, the greateſt which ever befel our country ?!-— Not to | 
the people; Scotchmen were never unwilling to take arms in 
their own; defence; nor to any backwardneſs in our fuperiors 
to truſt a brave and loyal people. Would to God, I could ſay 


with truth, that the nobility and gentry of Scotland had 


more early diſcovered that attention to the honour and ſecu- 
xity of their country, and to their own importance, which 
became them. $ | : Gy 
Ihe ſucceſs of our arms during the preſent war, has, no 
doubt, been great and glorious; but as adverſity ſoon throws 
us into deſpair, proſperity as ſoon elates us into preſumption, 
The commerce of France is deſtroyed, her colonies are . 
| due 
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ed and her navj is ruined ; but theſe are all but members of he 

artificial ſtrength, which they may ſuffer to be maimed or — 
ed off, and yet remain a great and a powerful ki L 
he want of genius or integrity in the governors may have 


occaſioned a temporary declenſion, or luxury and corrupt 


manners may have really impaired the vigour of the ſtate. 
But we ſhould beware of imagining that France is irrecovera- 
bly gone, or that a nation can make but few or feeble efforts 


only, where every gentleman is an officer, and where they 


actually march 400, ooo men into the field. As ſhe has not 
liſtened to propoſals of peace, ſhe certainly intends to puſh 
the next campaigu with the utmoſt vigour; and it is not im- 
poſſible that we may be expoſed, in North Britain, next ſum- 
mer, to equal or to _x-7" danger than that with which we 
were ſo lately alarmed. Thurot has not yet returned to the 
ports of France; and as the plan of the enſuing campaign has 
made it neceſlary to call away from Scotland the two regi- 
ments of dragoons, who could have ſcoured the coaſt on which 


the enemy appeared, much better than foot are able to do, 


we ſhall be left in a {tate ſtill more defenceleſs and deplo- 
rable than before. One advantage, it is ſaid, we 8 in- 


deed, that there are two battalions of the gallant Vorkſhire- 


militia at preſent near the borders of Scotland, who will pro- 
bably be ſent thither upon any ſudden emergency, and who 
will not grudge to defend us, till ſuch time as our own mili- 
tia are arrayed. | 

By that conftitutiopal eſtabliſhment all ſuch dangers will be 
avoided for the future: for though the numbers of the mili- 
tia ſhould be ſmall in proportion to the extent of our coaſts, 
E being diſperſed over all, no part will be perfectly guard - 
eſs; by meaus of the rotation, the numbers of trained men 
will be nearly doubled on the fourth year; in a few years, more 
all the men able to bear arms will have been trained : 
In the mean time a military ſpirit will revive amongſt. us: 
our gentlemen will become officers; and on the ap- 
proach of danger, volunteers, with which this country 
always abounded, will find able leaders as well as order and 
diſcipline, in the battalions of their reſpective ſhires. So that 
in a few years hence the regiment of this ſhire or county, 
which may probably conſiſt of ſome hundreds, might, upon 
an appearance of real danger, in a few days be increaſed to 
2000, perhaps in a few days more to double that number; for 
when once the people are trained to arms, and catch the 
warlike ſpirit, their ſtrength can only be computed by the liſt 
of thoſe that are able to bear arms. 15 
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Let every Scotſman recollect the terror and diſgrace of the 
year 1745, and let him congratulate his country on the cer. 
. tain aſſurance of never beholding ſuch a ſcene any more. In 


the days of old, when Scotland ſubſiſted by its national ſpirit, 
ſuch an inſurrection of the Highlanders could not have penetra- 


ted on this {ide of the Tay; for at that time the inhabitants 
of the mountains were the leaſt warlike of the Scots: but, to 


the grief and indignation of a diſarmed people, a few thouſands 
of the clans over-ran the country, and the friends of liberty, 


and of the government, incurred the ſame imputation of diſaf. 


fection with the rebels, becauſe they had it not in their power 
to reſiſt them: and to this day, perhaps, the opinion of our dil. 
loyalty had prevailed, if the ſame deſperate band had not mar. 
ched — England to within an hundred miles of the capi- 
tal, without meeting with reſiſtance. I will venture to affirm, 
that from the 21ſt of September, when the rebels heat the 
troops under Gen. Cope at Preſtonpans, to the 17th of Janua- 
ry, when they defeated Hawley at Falkirk, there was time e- 
nough to have armed and trained as many men of the ſhire of 
Ayr alone, from whence not a ſingle man joined the pretender, 
as would have driven the rebels to their mountains for ſhelter; 
but at that time it was thought more proper to entruſt the 
Dutch or the Heſſians, than the Scots, with the defence of 
Scotland. His Majeſty's moſt wiſe and generous councils have 
reclaimed the long deluded Highlanders to loyalty, by confi- 
dence and rewards; and their bravery has in a great meaſure 
atroned for the ſhame and diſtreſs they and their fathers have 
brought upon their country. Two battallions of fenſible men 


or militia are already appointed for the defence of the Weſt and 


the North ; and ſhall the low country of Scotland, the great body 
of the people, the Preſbyteriaus, who yield to none of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects in their love of liberty and zeal for the govern- 
ment, mall they be the only part of the united nations who are 


not to be intruſted with arms? . 


Scotland, it muſt be owned, has always bred a race of fawn-- 
ing miſcreants, who have built their own fortunes - on the dil 
credit of their country; vile whiſperers, who take pofleſhon 
of the ears of the great; and having neither honour nor abili- 
ties, make their way to preferment, by fomenting the preju- 
dices of men in power. eu of this character, equally ſervile 
and inſolent, cowardly, and fierce, having often marred the 


_ fortunes of private perſons, by the odious and falſe imputation 


of Jacobitilm, are capable of obſtructing an eſtabliſhment for 
the ſafety and honour of their country, by ſecret inſinuations of 
general diſafſection. If ſuch men had truth on their ſide, the friends 


ef the government, it might be thought, would range under 
| | them: 


C NI 


chem; ſor in the diviſions of a country, zeal burns in propor- 
tion to the oppoſition it meets with. But if they are factious, 
and yet have na party; if they have power, and yet are not 
courted; if they have rank, and yet have no influence; if they 
have fortune, and yet have no friends, the concluſion to be 
drawn is both certain and obvious. sw 
It is proper to warn ſuch parricides as theſe, who would 
ſtab their mother to the heart, of the juſt reſentment. of all 
her faithful ſons. Having already experienced the ſcorn and 
neglect of all men of liberal minds, let them forecaſt in their / 
thoughts, whether or not they will be able to bear the ſtrong 
antipathy and hate of a whole 1njured nation. In faq, the 
diſaffection of which Scotland has been accuſed, has chiefly 
exiſted in the violence of parties, who live alternately im- 
ured it to each other, in order. to depreſs their adverſaries. ' 
ut the great body of the people have always been zealous for 
liberty, and the illuſtrious family now on the throne. At all 
times it would have been ſafe to have intruſted this country 
with arms, becauſe the diſſoyal have ever born a {mall pro- 
portion to the loyal. But as'the Highlanders, ever prompt to 
riſe in arms, are now out of the queſtion as the confidence, 
for winch great minds are remarkable, has been ſuccelsfully 
applied to win their attachment and fidelity; we can boldly 
let the low country of Scotland in competition with any part 
of Great Britain, and bid all men defiance to po:nt out any 
province, diviſion, or county of England, in which there 13 
more loyalty, or leſs diſaffection, in proportion to the num- . 
bers of people. | Os 
It is high time, for me now to bring this long letter to a 
concluſion. But, before I take leave, I muſt call on you, my 
Lords, and Gentlemen, and upon all the nobility and gentry 
of Scotland, to conſider, that when you have got the militia- 
bill patied into a Jaw, you have performed but one-half of your 
duty. The execution of it ſtill remains, and that will require 
both attention and ſpirit. Your love of your country: will, vo 
doubt, infpire you with zeal and activity in her ſervice ; aud, 
| hope, it will not check your ardour, to be told, that, in 
raiſing the minds of your coumrymen, you will yourſelves riſe 
to ſignificance and honour. Pardon the expreſſion, my Lords! 
eju- Pour particular ſituation admits of improvement, though your 
vile {Wirth ſeems to intitle you at once to every dignity. The offices 
the f Lord: Lieutenants, or Colonels, can add nothing to your ho- 
tion ours or rank; but they may give you new weiglit and couſi- 
for {Weration in the view of your country. Repreſented only in one 
gs of Foul of the lepiflature, excluded wholly from the other, and 
nds {W':ccd above the learned profeſſions, no road to diſtinction re- 
der 33 malns 
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mains for yon, but that. of arms. And where can the Peers e 

Scotland. appear with ſa much dignity and independence as 1 

the head of the national militia, inſtituted for the preſervation 
of liberty and laws, as: well as for defence againſt foreign ind 
r 

It is in your power, and. in yours alone, my Lords, and 
Gentlemen, to make the militia in Scotland oon as reſpectable 

as that of any other part of Great Britain; and the totitinus 

ance of the war, though in other reſpects much to be repres 

ted, is happily favourable for ſuch: a deſign. Many of the u. 

bility and gentry of our ſiſter· country have ſet you the e 
ample; they have reſtored hein own order to its honour 

again, and prevented tha decline of a nation which has beeg 

ſometime timeatened with the conſequences of luxury and mig 
taken ideas. Let it not be ſaid, that you only rival their fol 

lies, but fall behind in a lobe of liberty and independence 

The commons of Scotland, by nature a bold and hardy race 

inſpired by your example, and encouraged by your protection, 

will ſoon recover that manly: ſpirit which becomes a free peo 

ple, and members of the Briti community.  Tozthem you 
countenance is an honour; your ſmiles are rewards; the ſe yo 

can beſtow upon all. Superior merit will deſerve more {ub 

D ſtantial favours. Induſtry itſelf, it is hoped, may be improved 

by this new inſtitution: tor whatever brings the people unde 

the immediate care and inſpection of their : Senn puts then 

a in a fituation che moſt favourable for virtue and good . morals? 
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